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IRC Code HandoutSection R303: Light & Ventilation
Section R303: Light & Ventilation

R.303.1 Habitable Rooms. Habitable
rooms shall have an aggregate glazing
area of not less than 8 percent of the
floor area of such rooms. Natural
ventilation shall be through windows,
skylights, doors, louvers or other
approved openings shall be provided
with ready access or shall otherwise be
readily controllable by the building
occupants. The openable area to the
outdoors shall be not less than 4
percent of the floor area being
ventilated.

Exceptions:

1. The glazed areas need to be
openable where the opening is not
required by Section R310 and a
whole-house mechanical
ventilation system is installed in
accordance with Section M1505.

2. The glazed areas need not be
installed in rooms where Exception
1 is satisfied and acritical light is
provided that is capable of
producing an average illumination
of 6 footcandles (65 lux) over the
area of the room at a height of 30
inches (762 mm) above the floor
level.

3. Use of sunroom and patio covers,
as defined in Section R202, shall be
permitted for natural ventilation if in
excess of 40 percent of exterior
sunroom walls are open, or
enclosed only by insect screening.

R303.2 Adjoining rooms. For the
purpose of determining light and
ventilation requirements, rooms shall be
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considered to be portion of an
adjoining room where not less than
one-half of the area of the common
wall is open and unobstructed and
provides an opening of not less than
one-tenth of the floor area of the
interior room and not less than 25
square feet (2.3 m?).

Exception: Opening required for light or
ventilation shall be permitted to open
into a sunroom with thermal isolation or
a patio cover, provided that there is an
openable area between the adjoining
room and the sunroom or patio cover
of not less than one-tenth of the floor
area of the interior room and not less
than 20 square feet (2 m?). The
minimum openable area to the
outdoors shall be based on the total
floor area being ventilated.

R303.3 Bathrooms. Bathrooms, water
closet compartments and other similar
rooms shall be provided with aggregate
glazing area in windows of not less than
3 square feet (0.3m2), one-half of which
shall be openable.

Exception: The glazed areas shall not
be required where artificial light and a
local exhaust system are provided. The
minimum local exhaust rates shall be
determined in accordance with
Section M1505. Exhaust air from the
space shall be exhausted directly to
the outdoors.

R303.4 Mechanical ventilation.
Dwelling units shall be provided with
whole-house mechanical ventilation in
accordance with Section M1505.4.



